AL-V-A-241 1901 - 1903
Machin Farmstead

Mount Savage

Private

Only out buildings remain standing on the Machin farmstead.
The stone foundations of a farmhouse and a summer kitchen-smokehouse
building are clearly visible. A small bank barn, a blacksmith shop,
a stcne "cave," and some chicken coops remain standing.

Between 1901 and 1903 Thomas Machin built this farm on property
he acquired from James Sharpe. Machin was employed at local mines as
a blacksmith. Straphinges and latches on several of the outbuildings
were hand made by Machin.
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Only outbuildings remain standing on the Machin Farmstead. The
stone foundationsof a farmhouse and a summer kitchen-smokehouse building
are clearly visible. The "L" shaped farmhouse was one and one-half
stories tall and contained six rooms and a bathroom. It was a frame
structure covered with german siding. A porch was located on the facade
and on one side of the building.

The small bank barn is a frame structure covered with horizontal
plank siding. It rests on a coursed ashlar stone foundation. The gable
roof of the barn is covered with corrugated metal. Eaves consist of
rafter ends. A large vertical board door on the southwestern-facing facade
of the barn opens on metal runner. A shed roofed board and batten addition
abuts the northeastern elevation of the barn. Vertical board doors on the
northwestern and southeastern elevations of the addition have original
machine produced strap hinges and handles.

A blacksmith shop to the northwest of the barn is a one story frame
structure with board and batten walls. It has no foundation. The gabled
roof is covered with corrugated metal and tarpaper. Eaves consist of rafter
ends and a fascia. Most window openings are empty but some windows on the
southwestern elevation of the building have various six light sashes.

A chimney which serves a small forge inside the building has a cap of
white glazed bricks. A stone "cave' built by the Machins in 1938 has a
hand made metal door and an "all-year" spring to ccol the interior.
(see interview)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



) SIGNIFICANCE Ri-V-Kadtf

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOULUGY-PREHISTCRIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGICN
—1400-1499 —_ARCHECLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATICN —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 EAGRICULTURE —__ECONOMICS __LITERATURE _.SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 éARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —_ART —ENGINEERING —MuUSIC — THEATER
—1800-1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLCRATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSCPHY —TRANSPCRTATICN
11900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY!
__!NVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Machin Farmstead is located on a 28 acre tract purchased
from the Union Mining Company by James Sharpe in 1891 (Liber 88,
Folio 719) Sharpe built a dwelling on the property. (Tax Assessments)
in 1901 Thomas Machin purchased the property for the sum of $900.00
(Liber 90, Folio 34)

Thomas Machin was a blacksmith, farmer, clay miner, and coal miner
who came to this country from England at an early age. His son, Gilbert,
remembers that most of his father's work was at the mines and at one
time his father worked at the blacksmith's shop at the Keeley mine in
Morantown. Between 1901 and 1903 Thomas Machin built a house, a barn,
and a blacksmith shop on the property he acquired from James Sharpe.

The Blacksmith shop was built with material taken from the Sharpe House
which was dismantled. 1In later years, a 'cave" and many outbuildings
were erected on the farm. The strap hinges and latches on many of the
outbuildings were handmade by Thomas Machin. An old tram road which
reportedly led to a Union Mining Company ore mine on Big Savage Mountain
traveling through the farmstead. The farmhouse was destroyed by fire

in 1976. (Interview)
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